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lations." This word, however, has no connexion
with the verb "to capitulate;" but is derived
from the Italian "capitulazione" having the mean-
ing of headings or sections. At the time that
the Ottoman Porte confided to the Christian em-
bassies the power of administering the law to their
subjects, this concession was not fraught with injury
to the Porte. At that time the number of Euro-
pean subjects who came to Turkey was very small;
those who came were much more under the authority
of their Ambassadors and Consuls than can be the
case at the present time: the capitulations con-
tained, and still contain, provisions which have been
since eluded, which prevented injury accruing to
the State from the privileges which it granted.
The Christian Kings, also, were more careful that
these privileges should not be abused. The cele-
brated traveller Tavernier mentions that he had de-
posited a sum of money, as a security for his good
behaviour, in the hands of the King's Intendant at
Marseilles, before leaving France for Turkey. When
the number of foreigners was very small, and was
limited to men of worth and respectability, the injury
caused by their immunity from subjection to the
law of the land was also limited, but the introduc-
tion of steam communication and the increase of
travelling has entirely altered the circumstances